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Hate Crimes Escalate Against Homeless People 


California has the second-highest number of anti-homeless assaults in the nation 
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| When hate makes a fis 
the laws of civilized soci 
'ety must decisively block. 
the blow in the most — 

| forceful l way possible, | = 


by B Brian Levin & Michael Se 


ver the last two calendar years, 

more Americans in the United 

States were killed in a little- 

noticed spate of unprovoked 
attacks than were killed by terrorists, in 
large commercial jet crashes or in racial 
hate crimes. 

Since 1999, more than 240 vulnerable, 
homeless Americans have been stabbed, 
beaten, drowned, shot or burned to death 
in a revolting display of one of the last 
socially tolerated prejudices, this one 
based on class: 

Despite being prime targets of preju- 
dice and violence, particularly in today’s 
youth subculture, homeless people are 
routinely excluded from lessons related to 
tolerance, as well as from official data 
collection and hate-crime penalty 
enhancement laws. 

A newly released report from the 
National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) 
documented 27 unprovoked, apparently 
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by Robert L. Terrell 


uch depends on the outcome of 

the extraordinary struggle under 

way in Washington, D.C., over 
the Obama administration’s muddled 
effort to establish a system of health care 
that includes all U.S. citizens. The out- 
come of this particular struggle will 
almost certainly shape the nation’s social 
agenda for the next generation. 

If the administration succeeds, the 
expansive dreams of social progress that 
propelled Barack Obama into the White 
House will be authenticated in ways that 
will substantially improve the lives of tens 
of millions of citizens. Moreover, many 
millions. of us will live longer, healthier, 
and more productive lives than will ever 
be possible under the current health care 
system. 

With the passage of time, this funda- 
mentally important transformation would 
inevitably contribute substantially to the 
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The ‘Powerful Enemies 
of National Health Care 


|The incredibly powerful coalition leading the fight against | 
health care reform is committed to the maintenance of a. 
criminally unbalanced status quo that consigns millions to | 
| unnecessary pain, suffering and premature death. 


A new study shows that hate crimes against homeless people are far 
more prevalent than all other categories of hate crimes combined. 
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United States Sone a more thoughtful 
and humane nation. The domestic and 
global results of such a transformation 
would be a blessing for humankind in 
every section of the globe. People around 
the world immediately recognized this 
possibility when Obama was elected. This 
is one of the primary reasons why his vic- 
tory was wildly cheered by joyous multi- 
tudes in many nations. 

Nonetheless, if the forces of resistance 
win more than they lose in the current 
struggle over health care reform, much of 
the current optimism which exists in the 
nation regarding the possibilities of enact- 
ing meaningful, progressive reforms will 
be substantially extinguished for much of 
the next generation, if not longer. 

Given the high stakes involved, it 
should not be a surprise that those who 
oppose health care reform are waging a 
more vigorous fight than the one waged 


See Reactionary Forces page 12 


A homeless disabled veteran on the streets of San Francisco. 


Photo courtesy 
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bias-related homicides by attackers in the 
United States last year, down one from the 
previous year and the second-highest num- 
ber of killings since 2001. 

After bottoming out mid-decade, the 
number of homeless persons killed has 
not dipped below 20 a year since 2005. In 
contrast, the FBI documented only 12 
hate-crime homicides (i.e., hate crimes 
based on factors other than homelessness) 
nationally for the two most recently avail- 
able calendar years combined. 

According to the National Coalition for 
the Homeless and the Center for the Study 
of Hate & Extremism, nearly 2 1/2 times 
more homeless people in America have 
been killed over the past 10 years in 
apparently unprovoked bias homicides 
than the total for all the other hate-crime 
homicides — on the basis of race, reli- 
gion, national origin, disability and sexual 
orientation — combined. 

Like other hate crime perpetrators, 
these attackers are typically young male 


Fr “thrill offenders” seeking excitement, 


with 58 percent of assailants over the past 
10 years falling in the 13-19 age range. 

In 2006, three teenagers out for fun 
attacked homeless people in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, with baseball bats, 
killing one of their victims, 45-year-old 
Norris Gaynor. One pleaded guilty and 
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by Lydia Gans 


n Sept. 17, 2009, Just Cause 

Oakland will hold a grand cel- 

ebration of their ten-year 

anniversary at the Historic 
Sweet’s Ballroom in Oakland. Hundreds 
are expected to enjoy dinner, dancing and 
a show and help raise money for the con- 
tinuing work of protecting people from 
unfair evictions. 

The “Right to Stay” was the fundamen- 
tal principle for the founding of Just 
Cause Oakland and continues to motivate 
the tenant organization’s struggle against 
gentrification of the city. In 1999, at the 


height of the dot-com boom, people with . 


money — mostly white people— were 
finding Oakland a desirable place to live 
and there were essentially no laws pre- 
venting landlords from evfcting their ten- 
ants — mostly people of color — so they 
could raise the rents. 

People who had lived in Oakland all 
their lives, renters who were part of the 
community and whose children attended 
the local schools, were being uprooted 
and forced to move away to more afford- 
able outlying communities. They had little 
defense against unfair evictions. 

Lynda Carson, Street Spirit reporter 
and one of the early Just Cause activists, 
described the situation. “In 1999 and 
before that,” she said, “all the landlords 
needed to evict a family or anybody was 
to serve a 30-day, no-cause eviction 
notice, and at that point the tenants only 
had 20 days to move or the landlord was 
going to sue them in court.” 

In 1999, James Vann from the Oakland 
Tenants Union, some lawyers and several 
other activists got together and called a 
meeting. Sixty-five people showed up at 
the Oakland library meeting room to plan 
a campaign to stem the tide of unjust evic- 
tions-for-profit. What was needed was an 
ordinance to prohibit evictions except for 
just cause. 

The Oakland City Council was not 
inclined to pass such an ordinance. A ballot 
initiative to bypass the council and give a 
direct vote to the citizens was the way to 
go. The organizers launched a campaign to 
get sufficient signatures to place a just 
cause ordinance on the ballot. For six 
months, from January to June of 2000, they 
carried out a media blitz while hundreds of 
petition-gatherers took to the streets. 

Carson, who was interim press officer 
for the campaign at the time, recalls, “We 
fired up the imagination of people in 
Oakland and convinced them that we can 
change those rent laws and stop all the 
evictions that were occurring.” 

They failed to get enough signatures in 
2000, but started all over again in 2002 
and succeeded in gathering more than 
3500 signatures and placing Proposition 
EE on the ballot. In spite of heavy pres- 
sure from landlords, the just cause ordi- 
nance was passed by the voters in 
November and went into effect on Dec. 
27, 2002. 

When Measure EE was passed, the 
“landlords panicked and tried to evict 
everybody,” Carson said. “At that point, 
there were so many evictions occurring in 
the court, there was an eviction occurring 
once every 10 minutes! Sixty-five percent 
of the people being evicted were people of 
color.” 

Carson herself was getting pressure 
from her landlord. “While I was the inter- 
im press officer for Just Cause Oakland,” 
she said, “I received five 30-day notices to 
evict within the month leading up right 
before we passed Measure EE. I kept 
refusing to move and the landlord kept 
serving me another 30-day notice.” 

The landlords didn’t take their elec- 
tion-day defeat lying down. On Feb. 5, 
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Just Cause activists hold up a banner that expresses the heart of their mission: “WE WILL NOT BE MOVED!” 
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Celebrating 10 Years of Work for a Just Cause 
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The successful campaign to pass the Just Cause ordinance involved hundreds of 
people and launched a community-based activist movement. It provided a lesson in 


community organizing and leadership development to carry on the fight for justice, 
particularly in the area of housing rights. 


2003, the Rental Housing Association of 
Alameda County sued the City of 
Oakland, seeking to overturn Measure EE. 

There followed a seemingly never-end- 
ing series of lawsuits and appeals and 
court actions, until, on Feb. 26, 2009, the 
Court of Appeals affirmed the lower court 
decision upholding Measure EE with its 
protection against arbitrary evictions. 

The signature-gathering campaign for 
Measure EE involved hundreds of people 
and launched a community-based activist 
movement. It provided a lesson in commu- 
nity organizing and leadership development 
to carry on the fight for justice, particularly 
in the area of housing rights. 

Adam Gold, Just Cause administrative 
director, explained, “As great as the effort 
was, there was still a need to really devel- 
op the leadership and involvement of 
more people from the neighborhood in 
these types of fights. We had something 
like 500 volunteers who came out during 
that campaign. There were so many more 
people that could have come out from 
East and West Oakland and who were 
being impacted. We wanted to develop 
Just Cause as even more grass-roots in 
terms of really developing a leadership of 
working-class people of color from the 
neighborhoods to take on the fights them- 
selves, bring allies to the table and all 
work together. 

“So we started a base-building opera- 
tion — going into the neighborhoods to 
get people involved, sign them up as 
members, and have regular meetings so 
more people can be part of the movement. 
They sign a membership card and partici- 
pate in community meetings.” 

Just Cause now has about 600 members 
signed up and offices in downtown 
Oakland with eight paid staff and about 25 
committed volunteers. Later this year, they 
plan to move into a storefront space in the 
California Hotel, a low-income hotel whose 
tenants have been impacted by some devas- 
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tating management problems. Organizers 
hope this move will help get the California 
Hotel functioning again. 

Over the years, Just Cause members 
have engaged in numerous campaigns to 
protect people from losing their housing, 
as well as working to secure more afford- 
able housing. When a development of 
1,500 market-rate condos around the 
Wood Street train station was proposed, 
Just Cause fought to have a percentage of 
affordable units included. 

They carry on “campaigns around 
keeping public housing public,’ Gold 
said. He explained that some things the 
Oakland Housing Authority has tried to 
do, such as cost-cutting measures, actually 
turned out to be attempts to privatize a 
large percentage of their public housing 
units. Housing Authority officials claim 
they want to keep affordability, but 
instead they turn low-income public hous- 
ing units into Section 8 vouchers that will 
make tenants rent from private landlords. 

Rather than using Housing Authority 
funds to preserve full-fledged public hous- 
ing, this approach subsidizes private devel- 
opers and landlords. “The idea is that peo- 
ple can stay,” Gold said, “but it’s a slippery 
slope. As you try to privatize, it’s no longer 
public housing. Eventually, they could sell 
that off to a private developer, and they can 
decide that they can’t afford it (and then) 
they can get rid of it.” 

More recently, the big issue in Oakland 
has been a massive wave of foreclosures 
and Just Cause has been in the thick of 
that battle. Because of just cause laws, 
people who are renting in a foreclosed 
building cannot be evicted, although 
sometimes the banks use manipulative 
methods to try to get around that. 

At one point in the struggle, the bank 
would stop paying water bills on fore- 
closed properties in an attempt to force 
tenants to vacate the buildings. Just Cause 
negotiated with East Bay MUD to stop 


water shutoffs for a period of time. 

Just Cause has also worked with home- 
owners in an effort to help people renego- 
tiate their loans. They’re running a regular 
foreclosure clinic for people to share 
advice and experiences. 

And sometimes they take direct action. 
Recently, an Oakland homeowner in fore- 
closure was told the sheriffs were going to 
be coming to her home to evict her one 
Thursday morning. Just Cause put out a 
call and went into action. During the 
Great Depression, some people fought off 
evictions by calling supporters who would 
surround a threatened home and move a 
family’s furniture and belongings back in 
just as soon as the sheriffs removed every- 
thing from the home and left. 

Today, we have somewhat more 
sophisticated technology at our disposal. 
On the morning of the threatened eviction 
in Oakland, a large group of supporters 
met at the woman’s home, took out their 
cell phones and swamped the bank with a 
barrage of phone calls, completely tying 
up their communications system. The 
bank surrendered. The homeowner got 
another chance to renegotiate her loan. 

But Just Cause is about much more than 
organizing actions around housing issues. 
Gold said, “Our real thing is about build- 
ing political power in the communities 
where there’s folks in the neighborhoods 
who can lead efforts for change that need 
to happen through their own struggles that 
they’ve gone through. They know best 
about what needs to be done, building col- 
lective power between the folks and our 
organization and the other organizations 
we can work with to pass laws, policies, 
influence corporations or whoever is need- 
ed... We’re pretty much focused on com- 
munities of color in Oakland.” 

There should be a big turnout for the 
Just Cause anniversary event on 
September 17. It will be, as their flyers 
announce, “A Tribute to Justice.” 
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Jim Crow Segregation Laws Aimed at Homelessness 


San Francisco, Berkeley and L.A. rank in the top 10 meanest cities in U.S. 


by the Western Regional Advocacy 
Project (WRAP 


he notion that local governments 

can protect downtown business 

interests from having to witness 

the realities of poverty by sim- 
ply criminalizing the presence of poor 
people harkens back to the days of Jim 
Crow segregation decrees, Anti-Okie 
laws, and almshouses. 

But from Portland’s Sit-Lie law, to 
Berkeley’s Public Commons for 
Everyone, to Los Angeles’ Safer City 
Initiative, to San Francisco’s business- 
directed, but voter-opposed, homeless 
court, we are seeing a resurgence of the 
premise that public space is the purview 
of the business community, and that the 
only people that have any right to that 


space are those seen as potential cus-. 


tomers or condo tenants. 

This concept has advanced to the stage 
of class warfare. In California, businesses 
are able to create self-taxing zones usually 
called Business Improvement Districts 
(BIDs), or sometimes Community 
Benefits Districts. BID members use the 
tax money they collect to directly lobby 
government and hire security officers who 
are authorized to function in public areas 
— even though they are not under public 
oversight or monitoring. 

You have heard talk about “letting no 
crisis go to waste,” talk that within our 
current economic meltdown there is 
opportunity,:-but opportunity for whom? 

Not for poor people. Not for people 
without housing, for families living in 
cars, or for individuals in single-room 
occupancy hotels who are being criminal- 
ized out of their communities. It’s the 
BIDs who are finding more and more 
opportunities to expand their agenda of 
displacing poor people so they can 
enhance profit margins and advance 
downtown gentrification. 

Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
Berkeley are cities that pride themselves 
on being enlightened and progressive. But 
our self-image does not reflect reality. 

“Homes Not Handcuffs,” a report just 
released by the National Law Center on 
Homelessness and Poverty and the 
National Coalition for the Homeless, 
ranks these three California cities among 
the 10 meanest in the country. Los 
Angeles comes in on top as the meanest 
city in the nation, San Francisco is SeV- 
enth, and Berkeley ranks tenth among the 
273 cities listed. 

Bob Offer-Westort, civil rights orga- 
nizer for the Coalition on Homelessness 
in San Francisco, says that the report does 
not exaggerate the meanness of that once 
famously openhearted city. 

“Over the past couple years,” he said, 
‘“we’ve seen cops shoot and kill a panhan- 
dler who was charged with no crime, 
rough up youth living on Haight Street on 
a routine basis, and fail to seriously inves- 
tigate a string of potentially related stab- 
bing murders of homeless people in 


“And Now Where?” 


Lithograph by Rockwell Kent 
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‘Homes Not Handcuffs,” a new report by the National 
Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty and the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, ranks San Francisco, Berkeley 
and Los Angeles as among the 10 meanest in the country. 


Golden Gate Park. Last Fall, the 
Department of Public Works sprayed 
down sidewalks in the city’s poorest 
neighborhood every night with water can- 
nons, regularly soaking and freezing the 
people sleeping on those sidewalks.” 

Coalition volunteers stress that while 
these are the most dramatic examples of 
cruelty and callousness, more subtle and 
systemic assaults on homeless people 
have been at least as harmful. 

Outreach volunteer Lance Walker 
added, “The mayor and board have 
amended the Park Code to increase the 
number of hours per day during which it 
is illegal to sleep in our parks by 50 per- 
cent. At the same time, they’ve had the 
police conduct ‘sweeps’ of Golden Gate 
Park, Union Square, and the South of 
Market neighborhood. There’s nowhere 


they want it to be legal to sleep in San 
Francisco. And then they go and open a 
special, focused court where two-thirds of 
all defendants are homeless, and the num- 
ber one charge is sleeping outside.” 

Berkeley’s Building Opportunities for 
Self-Sufficiency (BOSS) notes the 
Berkeley City Council’s passage of the 
Public Commons for Everyone initiative 
in 2007 as one of the meaner efforts of 
that city’s government in recent years, 
which merits Berkelely’s ranking as tenth 
meanest in the country. 

Seeking to “clear the streets of aggres- 
sive and disruptive behavior,” the initia- 
tive includes behaviors such as “lying on 
or blocking the sidewalk, smoking near 
doorways, having a shopping cart, tying 
animals to fixed objects, littering and 
drinking in public. 


Street Spirit is published by the American Friends Service Committee. Homeless vendors receive 50 papers a day, earn income and 
self-reliance, and educate the community about social justice issues. American Friends Service Committee shoulders the entire publish- 


ing and printing costs of more than $3,000.00 
Please donate or subscribe to Stréet Spirit | Help us remain an independent voice for justice! 
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Targeting behavior of people without 
homes has been taken to extremes in Los 
Angeles, pushing that city to the top of the 
list as the meanest in the United States. The 
City of Los Angeles pays more money 
every year for extra police officers to crack 
down on poor people in Skid Row than it 
budgets on homeless services. 

Harassment in Skid Row focuses on 
homeless people and, in large part, is con- 
ducted through citations for jaywalking 
and loitering. At times, police harassment 
has escalated to police brutality. The Los 
Angeles Community Action Network has 
filed a complaint with the Department of 
Justice concerning targeted harassment 
and racial profiling in Skid Row. It is no 
coincidence that Skid Row borders the 
Fashion District BID. 

Homelessness is a spreading and deep- 
ening crisis in all of our communities. To 
deal with it by criminalizing people is 
inhumane, ineffective, and incredibly 
expensive. It is also just plain mean. 

The Western Regional Advocacy 
Project (WRAP) has launched a civil 
rights organizing campaign to challenge 
these inhumane trends. The campaign 
combines the strategies of street outreach, 
organizing, documentation of civil rights 
violations, and legal defense. 

It organizes with and ensures legal rep- 
resentation to people at the original point 
of police contact. It also brings pressure to 
bear on local governments to stop and dis- 
mantle the discriminatory programs they 
have initiated. 

This model has curtailed the level of 
criminalization locally. WRAP members 
handle close to 3,500 cases a year with a 
dismissal success rate of over 80 percent. 

Contact us at: Western Regional 
Advocacy Project, 2940 16th Street, Suite 
200-2, San Francisco, CA 94103. 

Phone: 415.621.2533. 

E-mail: wrap@wraphome.org. 

Web: www.wraphome.org 
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HUD Gives Emergency Funding in Section 8 Crisis 


by Lynda Carson 


n extra $100 million in federal 

funding for the nation’s 

Section 8 Housing Voucher 

Program has been earmarked 
to save tens of thousands of low-income 
families from becoming homeless in the 
immediate future. Yet, the extra funding 
may not be enough to cover the extreme 
funding shortfalls occurring in the federal- 
ly funded housing assistance programs. 


Section 8 renters are currently at risk. 


of homelessness because of massive fund- 


ing shortfalls in the program. According. | 
to the U.S. Department of Housing and. |. 


Urban Development (HUD), a whopping 
15 percent of 2,400 Public Housing 


Authorities nationwide are currently-expe- _ 


riencing funding shortfalls in the Section 
8 Housing Voucher Program. 

The $100 million in new funding is 
intended to help save the Section 8 hous- 
ing programs in Berkeley, Alameda, San 
Jose, Los Angeles and elsewhere. The 
Berkeley Housing Authority (BHA) is 
expected to receive a million dollars in 
extra funding to properly maintain its 
public housing and Section 8 housing 
assistance programs. 

In Berkeley, tenant organizer Patrick 
Kehoe, a former Resident Advisory Board 
member of the BHA, said, “Berkeley 
Housing Authority is short $300,000 to 
fully fund and staff the Section 8 housing 
program. We hope that the City will cover 
the current funding shortfall, and that a 
vote is scheduled in the near future for 
another $700,000 in needed funding to 
come from the housing trust fund for capi- 
tal improvements of Berkeley’s public 
housing units. 

“It’s really hard times for so many 
families due to state budget cuts and a 
poor economy, and the ousing Authority 
needs to be fully funded to remain under 
local control, and to keep Section 8 ten- 
ants from becoming homeless. I’ve been 
trying to organize low-income families to 
appear at City Council meetings, to 
request additional funding needed to prop- 
erly maintain the Housing Authority and 
its programs.” 


by Lynda Carson 

About 200 residents from nearly 50 
families living in two residential build- 
ings near 25th Avenue and Foothill 
Boulevard in Oakland were given less 
than a 24-hour eviction notice, and were 
told that they had to move out of their 
homes by 5 p.m. on August 25. 

The City of Oakland red-tagged and 
condemned the residential buildings for 
major code violations that were discov- 
ered after a fire broke out in one of the 
buildings on August 24. The owner of 
the two buildings passed away, and 
Oakland officials are trying to determine 
who currently owns the property. 

The American Red Cross has set up a 
shelter at the Ira Jinkins Recreation 
Center to provide cots and food for the 
194 residents, including 74 children, that 
have been displaced and made homeless 
at the condemned properties. 

According to a staff person from 
Oakland City Councilman Ignacio De La 
Fuente’s office, whose district the dis- 
placed families reside in, “Last night, an 
incredible effort by multi-agencies took 
place to assist the displaced families relo- 
cate to the Ira Jinkins Recreation Center 
that was set up as a shelter. It’s mostly 
low-income Hispanic families that were 
placed into shelter, and currently we are 


Oakland Condemns Buildings, 
Displaces Nearly 200 Residents 


Art by Christa 
Occhiogrosso 


‘It’s really hard times for so many families due to state 
budget cuts and a poor economy, and the Housing 
Authority needs to be fully funded to remain under local 
control, and to keep Section 8 tenants from becoming 


homeless.’ 


Kehoe’s noble efforts to save 
Berkeley’s Section 8 housing program 
appear to have worked, and many of 
Berkeley’s low-income families have 
been saved from homelessness. 

The Berkeley Housing Authority is 
now expected to receive $279,464 for its 
project-based Section 8 program from 


trying to determine who actually legally 
resides at the condemned buildings and are 
looking at leases and other documentation 
to verify who the residents actually are. 

“The City is currently trying to find 
funding to assist the displaced families, 
and temporary housing vouchers will be 
provided by the Community and 
Economic Development Agency, so the 
families can move into motels. We’re 
still trying to determine the true owner- 
ship of the condemned buildings, 
because the owner is deceased.” 

The Red Cross has a lengthy list of 
affordable housing sites in Alameda 
County, owned by local nonprofit housing 
agencies, to assist disaster victims find 
housing, but due to a low vacancy rate and 
high demand for low-income housing, it 
often takes months to move into the 
affordable housing sites because of the 
stringent demands for income verification, 
and lengthy background checks. 

In some cases, when residents are dis- 
placed due to-code violations in their 
buildings, the City may help them find 
new housing by providing two months 
worth of rental assistance. However, the 
assistance is based on the amount of rent 
currently being paid, and it’s usually very 
difficult for the displaced low-income 
renters to find cheap rents elsewhere, 


— Berkeley tenant organizer Patrick Kehoe 


HUD, plus an additional $752,436 for its 
voucher-based Section 8 program. The 
Housing Authority of Alameda received 
$101,432 in set-aside funds from HUD 
for its project-based Section 8 program, 
plus an additional $58,804 for porting 
Section 8 families to other locations. 

The San Jose Housing Authority is 
expected to receive $419,030 in set-aside 
funds from HUD for its Section 8 pro- 
gram. The Los Angeles Housing 
Authority is receiving $14,262,976 for 
unforeseen circumstances in its Section 8 
program, plus an additional $7,789,216 to 
fund its Section 8 voucher program. 

The Section 8 voucher program assists 
low-income families with their rent pay- 
ments. Generally, tenants do not have to 


by Julia Vinograd 


Bogeyman coming on Halloween 

to inspect my place for section 8 housing. 
Bogeyman can eat my papers like candy. 
Bogeyman can turn my head into 

an empty pumpkin, 

carve a jagged smile, put a candle in me 
in my own window 


when I rot 
and someone else gets my room. 
I got a notice from the rent board 


| that I must be approved every year 


or the bogeyman’!l get me. 

My official appointment is Oct. 31. 

I don’t think computers have Halloween. 
My parents told me there’s no such thing 
as a bogeyman 

but they got divorced anyway. 


and make my place look 

as if someone else lived here. 

But it’s me the bogeyman wants to eat, 
we’ve known each other 

such:a long, long time. 


BOGEYMAN COMING 


and throw me over the ledge three days later 


I'll fill out the forms the rent board sends 


pay more than 30-40 percent of the rents 
being charged, with the rest of the rent 
being paid to landlords from federal sub- 
sidies, on a monthly basis. 

According to housing activists, there 
may be hundreds of Public Housing 
Authorities (PHAs) experiencing funding 
shortfalls during fiscal year 2009, because 
HUD’s budget was approved later in the 
year than usual. And due to a bad econo- 
my, state budget cuts and job losses expe- 
rienced by family members in the Section 
8 program, the PHAs are paying more 
than expected for rents and rising utilities. 

Also, families are holding onto their 
vouchers longer due to the bad economy, 
thus slowing down the voucher turnover 
in major cities, resulting in fewer options 
to reduce program costs through attrition. 

In addition, some housing authorities 
issued more vouchers than their current 
budgets will support, and HUD has asked 
the PHAs to submit an e-mail no later 
than August 14, if further funding is need- 
ed to keep them from terminating families 
from the Section 8 housing program. 

Due to funding shortfalls in the feder- 
ally funded Housing Choice Voucher pro- 
gram (Section 8), during mid-August, 150 
low-income families in Jacksonville, 
Florida, had their Section 8 vouchers 
taken from them. Their names were 
placed on the Jacksonville Housing 
Authority waiting list, with many families 
now facing homelessness as a result of 
losing their vouchers. 

In New Hampshire, Section 8 tenants 
were recently charged a higher percentage 
in rents due to funding shortfalls in the 
program, while 76 families in Garfield 
County, Colorado, have been at risk of 
losing their Section 8 vouchers recently. 
Also, 1,144 Section 8 families recently 
have been placed at risk of homelessness 
in Madison, Wisconsin, due to funding 
shortfalls in the voucher program. 

An additional 125 families in Utah 
County, Utah, are currently facing home- 
lessness because they are scheduled to 
lose their Section 8 vouchers in 
September. In addition, 285 families also 
lost their vouchers in Northern Oregon 
this past July, but they have been spared 
from homelessness temporarily thanks to 
$795,000 in federal money that was 
approved on August 13, to assist the fami- 
lies in paying their rents. 

During August, HUD has been advis- 
ing PHAs across the nation that additional 
funds have been made available to address 


the massive funding shortfalls currently 


See HUD and the Section 8 Crisis page & 


Against The 


Current 
by George Wynn 


I know I shouldn't 

but I buy him a beer. 
"Nothing has worked out 

all damn year" 

says slim, tall dude with 
tattooed military crewcut look. 


Leaning against closed 
Comedy Club door, he faughs 


"Swimming against the current 
all my life. I hardly know 
how to swim." 
He stares at the gutter 
as if looking for an 
opening to escape the present. 
Taps my shoulder, grabs his 
pack and cardboard sign. 

\ "I'm heading upstream 
fear the undertow 
here in Frisco." 
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Helen Caldicott’s Decades-Long Struggle to 
Ban Nuclear Weapons and Power Plants 


Thirty years after the Three 
Mile Island disaster, Dr. 


Caldicott is still a fiery 
activist with an uncompro- 
mising mission to end 


“nuclear madness.’’ 


by Maureen Hartmann 


hirty years ago, Dr. Helen 

Caldicott left her medical career 

in the wake of the Three Mile 

Island nuclear meltdown in 
1979, in order to focus on warning the 
world of what she termed the “madness” 
of the nuclear arms race and the grave 
peril posed by the proliferation of nuclear 
power plants. 

Caldicott left her position as a doctor 
and pediatrics professor at Harvard 
Medical School to organize full time as a 
brave and outspoken voice for nuclear 
disarmament and peace. She worked tire- 
lessly with Physicians for Social 
Responsibility to mobilize the medical 
profession against the dangers of fallout 
and nuclear war, and also founded 
Women’s Action for Nuclear 
Disarmament. Dr. Caldicott is the author 
of Nuclear Power Is Not the Answer. 

This past summer, demonstrating the 
longevity of her devotion to the cause of 
nuclear disarmament, a spry and youthful- 
looking, 70-year-old Dr. Helen Caldicott 
addressed a crowd of people at the First 
Congregational Church in Berkeley, 30 
years after the Three Mile Island disaster. 

She introduced her lecture by saying 
that she would present to the gathering in 
Berkeley the very material that she would 
present to President Obama if she could 
have a half hour of his time. Caldicott 
noted that Obama is a loving father of two 
children who cares about the future of the 
planet. She added that Obama, while hav- 
ing a pretty good record on favoring the 
abolition of nuclear weapons, is vague 
about his position on nuclear power. 
(Obama even spoke in favor of develop- 
ing more nuclear plants during the presi- 
dential campaign.) She stated that she had 
about an hour and a quarter with Ronald 
Reagan and his daughter Maureen, and 
thought, in retrospect, that she had an 
influence on his stand with regard to 
nuclear weapons. 


THE PROGRESSION FROM NUCLEAR 
REACTORS TO WEAPONS 


Dr. Caldicott pointed out that nuclear 
power leads to the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. Due to this nearly unavoidable 
progression from nuclear power to 
weapons, she contended, the attitude of 
the authors of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty — namely, that those 
countries that do not have nuclear 
weapons should not obtain nuclear 
weapons, yet may still utilize nuclear 
reactors and harness nuclear power for 
“peacetime” uses — doesn’t make sense. 

Also, many of the countries that 
already have nuclear weapons are not 
very stable, according. to Caldicott. These 
include Russia, France, China, Israel, 
Pakistan, India, and the United States. 

“So the attitude of the people who 
wrote the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty is stupid at least and crazy at best,” 
Caldicott said. 

Uranium, according to Dr. Caldicott, is 
the “raw material for both nuclear 
weapons and nuclear power.” And the use 
of uranium for nuclear bombs and power 


“It could happen tonight,” Caldicott said. “If it happens by accident, hundreds of cities 
could burn and a huge cloud of toxic smoke could rise into the stratosphere, circle the 


earth with a cloud so thick it blocks out the sun for years, causing another ice age, and 
that’s called nuclear winter, and we’ll all die. We’re all worried about global warming, as 


I think we should be, but nuclear winter hangs over us like the sword of Damocles.” 


began totally in the United States. “We’re 
in the belly of the beast,” she said. 

Caldicott’s country of birth is 
Australia, where much of the world’s ura- 
nium is to be found. “We are mining it 
like hell,” she said, not for jobs, but for 
the financial benefit of large corporations. 

She rated the recent energy bill, which 
had been passed in the U.S. Congress just 
before her talk on June 28, as positive, in 
that it favored renewable energy, but neg- 
ative, in that it did not eliminate govern- 
ment subsidies to the nuclear industry. 
The Waxman-Markey bill passed the 
House of Representatives on June 26. 

“IT know that there were about twenty 
amendments put by Exelon [the nation’s 
largest gas and electric utility] and the 
Nuclear Energy Institute and through vari- 
ous House members who are very igno- 
rant about the nuclear fuel cycle,” 
Caldicott said. “So what I’m going to do 
briefly is walk you through the whole 
nuclear fuel cycle — how radiation causes 
cancer, how it causes genetic disease and 
abnormalities and how nuclear reactors 
are bomb factories.” 


THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES 


To add fuel to her antinuclear argu- 
ment, Dr. Caldicott noted the guarantee of 
mutually assured destruction that current- 
ly exists between the United States and 
Russia. Russia has 60 bombs targeted at 


each of the cities of Washington, D.C.,_ 


and New York. It would take only one of 
these bombs to vaporize each city.. 

“It could happen tonight,” she said. “If 
it happens by accident, hundreds of cities 
could burn and a huge cloud of toxic 
smoke could rise into the stratosphere, cir- 
cle the earth with a cloud so thick it 
blocks out the sun for years, causing 
another ice age, and that’s called nuclear 


winter, and we’ll all die. We’re all wor- 
tied about global warming, as I think we 
should be, but nuclear winter hangs over 
us like the sword of Damocles.” 

She compared our ignoring the possi- 
bility of nuclear annihilation to ignoring 
the proverbial “elephant in the sitting 
room.” The media worried about Iran and 
North Korea during the presidential elec- 
tion, but that was like “looking at little 
things” on the wall of the sitting room, in 
her analysis. 

Dr. Caldicott, who for years was presi- 
dent of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, presented a medical diag- 
nosis of the effects of nuclear radiation on 
the population in the general geographical 
areas affected by nuclear weapons, 
nuclear reactors and nuclear waste. 


DEPLETED URANIUM IN IRAQ 


It is not well known, she said, that 
nuclear weapons, on a lesser scale than 
nuclear bombs, are being used, and have 
been used in Iran and Iraq. In the invasion 
of Iraq in 1990-1991, depleted uranium, 
which is 1.7 times more dense than lead, 
and therefore stronger than steel, was 
used by the United States to blow apart 
tanks. Because, as Dr. Caldicott said, it is 
“pyrophoric, it bursts into flame and up to 
eighty percent of it burns, producing tiny 
particles that can be inhaled into the lungs 
later to cause cancer.” 

She noted that children are especially 
vulnerable to radiation, perhaps ten to 20. 
times as susceptible as adults, and that her 
colleague pediatricians noticed a growth 
in occurrences of cancer in their patients 
in Basra, where episodes of cancer have 
increased 700 percent. 

Because of the sanctions and war con- 
ditions in the region, pediatricians cannot 
obtain drugs to treat the patients. The doc- 


tors have no radio-therapeutic instru- 
ments. “That’s number one, and number 
two many of them are being killed, and 
number three some have left,” she said. 


‘GRIEVOUS ANOMALIES’ AND WAR 
CRIMES IN IRAQ 


Contributing to the catastrophe is that 
babies are being born with grievous 
anomalies. These anomalies have also 
increased by 700 percent. Babies are 
delivered with no brains, single eyes, 
great mid-face deformities, and no arms. 
That is “damage of a genetically normal 
embryo,” according to Dr. Caldicott. 

Uranium 238 also gets into the semen. 
The wives of veterans from Iraq, where 
depleted uranium is used as a weapon, 
“complain of burning semen, because it’s 
burning their vaginas.” 

Uranium is still being used in 
Baghdad, Caldicott said, where half the 
population is children. “This is a war 
crime beyond belief because the half-life 
of uranium is 4.5 billion years.” 

Caldicott said that this exploded matter 
converts into miniscule particles, which 
“blow up in the sand storms, which get into 
the milk, and into the water, and the chil- 
dren play in these damaged tanks. 
Children’s noses are nearer the dirt, so they 
take it into their lungs in greater incidence.” 

She warned that this dire situation will 
last “for the rest of time,” and it is “hap- 
pening in the cradle of civilization 


between the Tigris and Euphrates River 


where arithmetic began, where law, writ- 
ing began, and the like, and it’s ongoing. 
These weapons are also being used in 
Afghanistan.” 

The doctor then explained how radia- 
tion is carcinogenic, or cancer-causing. 
Dr. Caldicott noted that she learned this in 


See Caldicott’s Long Struggle page 9 
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Hope for | 
the Heart 


Photo essay by David Bacon 


HAY WARD, CA — Families 
receive food at a food distribution 
organized every month by Hope for 
the Heart in Hayward. Many peo- 
ple begin lining up for food the day 
before, and sleep overnight on the 
sidewalk in order to make sure they | 
get their food before it runs out. 

Many families are immigrants 
from Mexico, and don't have 
enough money to buy food or pay 
rent. Food for the program comes 
from the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank. The peo- 
ple distributing the food are all vol- 
unteers, organized by local church- 
es. During the food distribution, 
children of food recipients listen to 


music, and watch a religious service : 
while their families are waiting Many people get in line the day before to wait for the food distributed by Hope for the Heart in Hayward. David Bacon 


Hungry people often sleep overnight on the sidewalk to make sure their families don’t go hungry. photo 
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‘Catch ae 3. 
_ by Randy Fingland 


_ banks say no 
_to mortgage paym nt reductions 


| mercilessly foreclose the propert 
_ of invested, in p lace arties - 


‘the bail-out buel : 


Women wrap themselves in blankets against the cold as they wait for long hours — and even sleep overnight in David Bacon 
chairs or on the sidewalk — to ensure that they receive desperately needed food assistance for their families. photos 


FEELINGS Hands Out 


by George Wynn by Gary Bolstridge 

Frail Sitting on a bench 

in the Autumn | an old torn tarp covering his hooded head 
breeze _| from the cold rain 

she reeks | that chilled his etched face 

of hurt | ditched with years of hard labor 


and sadness 

of being viewed 
as a thing at 

her advanced age 


| sat a man impervious to his surroundings 
| a grocery store just feet away 
| that held food beyond his reach 


| I offered him a few dollars 


iB i . a wo forever walking A blunt hand, the size of a shovel 
a ru s an om ee dee just as dirty and weathered 
cold hearted | with stubby fingers and broken nails 
city streets | took the crumpled bills 
a wanderer's 


j | without saying a word 
nightmare 


They were the same hands 
| that I had seen in a Michelangelo sketch 
Hands that would become marble 


empty unit guarantee 
by Randy Fingland 
in this sphere 


of gratuitous housing 
where an awning 


His eyes peered out 
from the protection of a tattered baseball cap 


ees nigcaa cueaae _ nd twinkled a thank you 
18 pug Ten di rh i ' | He was still in there 
in the rain o> )~=—=—h—rti‘“<iéiCOlsC 
| chimney t op - : . _. 4 r was it with amusement that he looked at me 


dry space 


SG thes aie | the Bebop | | I looked at my thin, delicate hands 
| | of assay _ | with long fingers and manicured nails 
to the free market a — : : : : 
acne @ I almost — _ | Signs of a white-collar life 
in "Afoeeis | {forget | A lifetime of crying onto papers 
occupancy w/out rent are the what’sthe-problem- | _ the melancholy _. | with the pen of a poet 
vs. prolonged vacancy [anyway a. _riffs of police _ | IT quickly put my hands in my pockets 


to the tax write-off _ already insured ____| sweeps as he continued to watch me 
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Reality Employment 
by Mary Rudge 


Tell us about your work 

for love, tell and we'll pay you for it. 
Tell us your work in the world, 

did you explain something well 

that helped someone give up anger, hurt 
did you too give up hurt — 

did you find a hurt between people, 
resolve it? Did you learn to keep peace 
at home? Wherever you happened 

to be? : 


All this is worth something, 

it is your employment 

each act has its price, 

we're glad to pay for the peace acts 


do the work and you'll get paid 
for it each act, each word, 
said God. 


Long lines of poor families wait for desperately needed food given by Hope for the Heart in Hayward. David Bacon photo 


Must They Hide 
by Claire J. Baker 
How do homeless citizens 


decide where to sleep 
for the night? 


Do they scent-mark 
favorite bushes, alleys, 
little glens or valleys 


in Golden Gate Park 
deep in the woods not far 
from the albino alligator 


& the aquarium shark? 
| Must the nightly homeless 
hide like animals in the dark? 


Children gather to await the arrival of food at Hope for the Heart. | David Bacon photo 


a by George’ 
French couple si g 


A woman in a wheelchair waits patiently for her bags of food. David Bacon photo 


‘Steps 


| by Joan Clair 


Supply & Demand 
by George Wynn 


_ _ An old man, homeless, wanders in the night. 
when you’re flat on your back — His steps are hard for him to take; 

with r o more down to goto they give him pain 

then you will rise with dignity | | and pain to all whose steps they are, 

look up, embrace the difference | | who want to find him, 

available to you in the very 1 next who want him safe. 

step into horizon’ s blazing dawn 


Sunglassed hipster, guitar 
slung across his back 

runs out of spare change 
along Geary Street 
Panhandlers down the line 
meet him with curses 

Waiting for light to change 

he turns facing bearded 

tye dye and says: 

"Man these cats need a 
conductor for the orchestra 
of their racing minds." 

"No lie," says bearded tye dye 
throwing his pockets out 

"TI can't keep up with 

the demand either." 


| She held the parts of the dead rabbit. 
killed by a car to her heart and sobbed. 

| Her sobs went far, washing the feet | 

| 


with their briefcases and pecoul computers, | 
and calculators i in their ee technology | 
| Ldo not understand, | 
‘lam there, 
_ needing only two more quarters. 


'Clutehing b sere rosary _ 
| mourning for her stillborn 
the sound of : a nO) 


Serr ereerercorermeereera 


|_ of dead and uncaring parts of the universe, 
_ robbing the world of Pat's of hardness. 
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The alternative to disability 
benefits is that many of us 
would perish of homeless- 
ness, untreated illness and 
starvation. Think of that the 
next time you’re about to 
denigrate the disabled. _ 


by Jack Bragen 


hen I’ve shared space with 
the more affluent side of 
the middle class, the com- 
mon belief is that those 
people who collect SSI or SSDI are a 
bunch of “freeloaders” off of their taxes. 

A common example of their outraged 
speech is: “My tax money goes to support 
them, and all they do is sit around all day 
and smoke pot, or crack open a beer.” 

Another common saying goes like this: 
“These waste cases don’t know what it’s 
like to have a job and earn their way.” 

These statements are typical of what is 
often said by affluent, middle-class people 
about those who collect disability. 

When I was standing in front of a men- 
tal health clinic many years ago at a time 
when I had just gotten over a psychotic 
episode, an unidentified man approached 
and said as many humiliating things as he 
could, including, “Ill let you know when 
I need someone to empty my trash.” 

This man also referred to me as “a 
Prozac.” He said he could tell I was “one 
‘of them” by looking at me. At the time of 
this encounter, my being offended was 
delayed because I was pretty spaced out. I 
didn’t know exactly how to interpret that 
situation at the time it happened. 

This, of course, was not the worst thing 
that I’ve experienced, but it helps to serve 


A ROSE 
by Claire J. Baker 


Let this choice be 
metaphoric, 

a reconciliation, 

a beginning station 

they whispered as they 
inhaled the first rose 

from the garden he had 
planted — roses & clover — 


before booze & blues, 

streets & deletes 
took their son down, 
took him over. 


ANCHOR 
by Claire J. Baker 


Torrential emotions undermine 
your fragile foundation. 
Sinking, you reach for us. 


Battered seekers, we have 
survived near drownings 
off flooded shores. 


Our chipped anchor 
barely anchors us, son, 


enough to anchor you, 


but we'll try. 
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as an example. There is widespread bad 
regard for the disabled among those who 
are fortunate enough that they can work 
full-time. 

Being disabled isn’t something we do 
for the great amount of money we're col- 
lecting. You can’t have much fun on $800 
a month, especially when the first $600 is 
going toward rent. We don’t do it for the 
glamorous position in society. While we 
would like to be highly regarded, as con- 
stituents of the poor and disabled commu- 
nity, we don’t get much of that regard. 

The question arises, just what is it that 
we poor, disabled people are getting out of 


We want home all home all beautiful 
out a hiding 


HUD and the Section 8 Crisis 


from page 4 


taking place in about 15 percent of the 
nation’s 2,400 PHAs that administer 
HUD’s Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) 
program, also known as the Section 8 
Housing Voucher program. 

On August 3, HUD announced that it 
would reissue a Feb. 25, 2005, notice that, 
among other things, allows PHAs to have 
the flexibility to deal with funding short- 
falls by raising rents on low-income fami- 
ties, and lowering the payment standards 
immediately to all new admissions, 
including tenants relocating from their 
existing housing sites, and remaining resi- 
dents with new housing assistance pay- 
ment contracts. 

In some cases, PHAs may once again 
be allowed to deny residents from moving 
from one location to another if the PHA 


does not have sufficient funds. In order to 
enable PHAs to deal with funding short- 
falls, HUD is giving permission to choose 
from a host of other draconian options 
that are harmful to low-income families. 

The Oakland Housing Authority 
(OHA) recently received a $10.6 million 
federal stimulus grant for capital improve- 
ments of its public housing. There is no 
mention on their website as to whether 
OHA is experiencing a funding shortfall 
to cover their 11,142 Section 8 voucher 
holders. But on August 18, 2009, the 
OHA announced that it is proposing to 
develop a Local Housing Assistance 
Program (LHAP) plan to provide housing 
to low-income families that may not qual- 
ify for public housing or the Section 8 
program, as we currently know it. 

As a MTW (Moving to Work) Housing 
Authority, the OHA is allowed to grab 
funds normally used for the Section 8 


We believe in home 
enough skin rest dance free 
tenant bank imagine 
furnish 
all beautiful 


Art by 
Ben Shahn 


this? And the answer is, not much. We 
would be working and earning decent 
money if we could. Many of us are con- 
tributing members of society because we do 
volunteer work. Many of us have to take 
medications just to stay normal, and these 
medications aren’t fun to take, believe me. 
It can be humiliating and anger-pro- 
voking to be at what is considered the bot- 
tom of society. Especially when many of 
us have worked in our past, have con- 
tributed to the system, and know the pride 
that goes with having a job. And it is salt 
in the wound’ when we hear people who 
have not had to experience a life-changing 


MANIFESTO 


by Vanessa Huang 


all home all beautiful 


voucher program or from its public hous- 
ing program to use for other purposes, 
including the creation of slush funds 
which may make it difficult to figure out 
how its money is really being spent. 

Housing activists have bitterly spoken 
out against MTWs because they abide by 
fewer rules than most housing authorities, 
and can charge higher rents to the elderly, 
poor and disabled families than normal 
housing authorities are allowed. 

A public hearing at the OHA will be 
conducted on September 28 to allow 
locals to speak out against, or in favor of, 
the new proposals involving the Local 
Housing Assistance Program. 

According to HUD, it has recently 
awarded $89 million in additional funding 
from its $100 million set-aside fund to 
PHAs, to cover some of the existing fund- 
ing shortfalls. In coming weeks, another 
$41 million in funds will be dispersed to 
eligible housing authorities and agencies 
on the verge of terminating families from 
the Section 8 voucher program. 


enough courage carry all life 
no passport jail shelter claim no developer gift no reparation 
this home free a bodycrossing & shame 


bodyprayer full desire 
home wider shapes weave together 
enough whole body each body heartbody holy beautiful 
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Disabled People Face Uphill Struggle for Understanding 


disability talk crap about us. 

The work force isn’t set up to make it 
any easier for disabled people to work. In 
order to work, many disabled persons 
require a special situation in order to get 
their disability accommodated. We may be 
slow at certain tasks, and that is enough to 
eliminate us from a lot of the jobs. Going 
out and getting a college degree in order to 
become more employable may simply not 
work for our level of stamina, or for the life 
situations in which we find ourselves — 
although many disabled people have 
excelled in higher education. 

I would say that 90 percent of disabled 
people would work if they were able. 
Many of us have disabilities that are 
somewhat harder to pinpoint and define 
— yet they are real disabilities that carry 
real limitations. Periodically, we try to 
deny the existence of the disability and 
struggle to work. Many may succeed for a 
period of time, only to fall back when the 
symptoms catch up. This is an extremely 
disappointing cycle to go through. 

Sometimes during these work attempts, 
family members will get on board with 
the same condemnation that the disabled 
person is already using against himself or 
herself. “What happened? Why didn’t you 
keep your job? You just have to try harder 
and endure the discomfort,” are things 
that get said. And these would be perfect- 
ly applicable statements if the disability 
didn’t exist. Often, the disabled person is 
stuck with being what is humiliatingly 
called a “wannabe.” 

Are we happy to be collecting your tax 
money? No. We wouldn’t do it were there 
a better choice. The alternative to collect- 
ing disability payments is that many of us 
would perish of homelessness, untreated 
illness and starvation. Think of that the 
next time you’re about to denigrate the 
disabled. 


home enough bellies breathe & sigh 
this a home no landlord 


free a memorybreak no shame 


this home pray for lost & stolen home now free a traveling fence finger 
& sky breaking open free enough many home many body home & whole together 
home safe & full spirit prayer 
wider shape a wood brick & stone 
enough spirit return to body 
holy so holy body homeless turn home again 


home wider song & cookin 
full & wide 


home alive so alive heartbrave thunder shake 
so holy beautiful & so holy brave every body home & every body free 


The extra HUD funding came just in 
time to save 432 housing vouchers from 
being terminated by the Omaha Housing 
Authority, saving hundreds of families 
from homelessness during the unfolding 
housing crisis occurring nationwide. 

According to the National Low-Income 
Housing Coalition, HUD believes that the 
$100 million in set-aside funding to the 
nation’s PHAs will not be enough funding 
for the current Section 8 voucher crisis, 
and HUD is expected to seek permission 
from Congress to use an additional $400 
million in anticipated carryover funds in 
the voucher program. 

More than 4.7 million seniors, disabled 
persons and low-income families are 
assisted by the Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher Program, which helps them to 
afford housing and avoid homelessness. 


Lynda Carson may be reached at ten- 
antsrule@ yahoo.com — 
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Caldicott’s Long 
Struggle to Ban 
Nuclear Weapons 
and Power Plants 


from page 5 


first year in medical school in Adelaide, 
Australia, so she believes it is general 
knowledge among doctors. DNA mole- 
cules within the genes make up the basic 
blueprint of life, and regulatory genes 
control the normal division of cells in the 
body. Radiation damages the regulatory 
genes of cells and can cause some of the 
trillions of cells in the body to divide out 
of control, thus forming cancers. 


FIVE TYPES OF RADIATION 


Dr. Caldicott noted that there are five 
types of radiation. The first type is X- 
Rays. The second form of radiation per- 
tains more directly to nuclear reactors and 
nuclear weapons. It is Gamma radiation, 
“which is given off by materials in 
nuclear power plants and uranium and the 
like and it’s just like-X-Rays.” 

‘The third type of radiation is Alpha 
particles, emitted by radioactive elements 
such as uranium, thorium and radium. 
These are “emitted from an unstable atom 
composed of two protons and two neu- 
trons.” Due to their high mass, alpha par- 
ticles have a lower speed and, when emit- 
ted, they do not travel very far within the 
human body. But if an emitted alpha par- 


ticle emitted hits a DNA molecule, it will | 


definitely cause damage. 

The fourth kind of radiation is beta 
rays, which travel further in the body. 
Finally, we have neutron-radiation, 
caused when neutrons are emitted during 
nuclear fission or fusion. 

Dr. Caldicott gave an example of what 
happened with radiation in Japan. “In 
Japan there was that accident years ago 
when someone poured enriched uranium 
from one bucket into another bucket, and 
critical mass was achieved, and neutrons 
were released, and neutrons go through 

_cement, concrete, steel, everything, and 
they travel miles. And all the people in 
that village were irradiated. Neutrons are 
really nasty things.” 

A scientist at Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory, Samuel Cohen, invented the 
neutron bomb in 1958. It emits neutron 
radiation that does not destroy buildings, 
just the people in them, causing their. 
brains to swell up, so they die within sev- 
eral days. 


HERSHEY’S CHOCOLATE RADIATION 


One of the elements produced in a 
nuclear reactor is strontium. Strontium 90 
is an isotope of strontium. It injures the 
DNA molecule, and Caldicott said “the 
cell will sit from any time from five to 
sixty years, which is called the latent peri- 
od of carcinogenesis, or the incubation 
time for cancer. You don’t know that 
you’ve been damaged. When you get the 
lump in the breast, or cough up some 
blood, you don’t know what caused it. 
The lump in the breast doesn’t wear a lit- 
tle flag that says, ‘I was made by some 
strontium 90 in s little piece of chocolate 
from Hershey’s you ate 20 years ago.”” 

Caldicott rhetorically asked the ques- 
tion, “Why Hershey’s?” It is 13 miles 
from Three Mile Island where the nuclear 
meltdown took place many years ago. The 
richest dairy area in the country is there. 


And, of course, milk goes into chocolate. 


“Don’t buy Hershey’s chocolates. I’ve 
been saying it since the accident. No 
one’s ever sued me.” 

The later nuclear meltdown that took 
place at Chernobyl greatly affected 


Europe. “Never eat food from Europe,” — 
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Uranium is still being used in Baghdad, Caldicott said, 
where half the population is children. ‘‘This is a war crime 


beyond belief because the half-life of uranium is 4.5 billion 
years.” Miniscule particles “‘blow up in the sand storms, 
which get into the milk, and into the water, and the chil- 
dren play in these damaged tanks.” 


Caldicott said, “because 40 percent of the 
European land mass is radioactive and 
will remain so for 600 years. Look at the 
labels when you buy food.... 

“The herbs are very radioactive in 
Turkey, and you know, they are exporting 
‘dried apricots. | went to my health foods 
shop the other day and there were dried 
apricots from Turkey. I said, “Are these 
radioactive.?’ He said, “Well, they’re 
organic.’ “I rang the guy in charge of test- 
ing food in Australia. I said, “How do you 
test food from Europe?’ He said, “Well, 
we do random spot checks.’ I said “What 
do you do when you find radioactive 
food?’ He said, ‘We dilute radioactive 
food with non-radioactive food.’ (He was) 
not understanding biology that the solu- 
tion to pollution by dilution is fallacious 
when it comes to radiation, because it 
reconcentrates by orders of magnitude in 
the algae, the crustaceans, the little fish, 
the big fish, and us.” 


HARMFUL MUTATIONS 


Dr. Caldicott said, “ Most mutations 
that occur through time and now are dele- 
terious, they produce disease.... So all 
mutations caused by the nuclear industry 
and chemicals and the like, almost all are 
deleterious.... When I debate with nuclear 
engineer and physicists, they’re either 
lying, or they don’t know what I’m talk- 
ing about, because they haven’t done 
medicine. And furthermore, they don’t 
want to know it!” 

In her lecture, she also touched on the 
relation between nuclear power and nuclear 
weapons. The questions of medicine lead to 
the questions of physics, because questions 


of radiation and radioactive waste are rele- 
vant to both fields. 


NUCLEAR REACTORS ARE BOMB 
FACTORIES 


She pointed out that nuclear reactors 
are “bomb factories.” Enriched uranium 
and plutonium are both fuel for nuclear 
reactors and components of nuclear 
bombs. 

According to Jacqueline Cabasso, of 
Western States Legal Foundation, 
“Uranium is a naturally occurring radioac- 
tive ore. It has to be mined, milled and 
enriched before it is fabricated into fuel 
for use in a nuclear reactor. Highly 
enriched uranium can also be used to 
make bombs. As it is used in the reactor 
to boil water, over time some of the urani- 
um fuel turns into plutonium. 

“Eventually the uranium fuel becomes 
unusable and is retired (called ‘spent’ 


fuel), but plutonium is more radioactive 


than enriched uranium. Plutonium can be 
separated from the ‘spent’ fuel. When 
purified, this plutonium can be used to 
make bombs. In another form, it can be 
recycled as fuel for a different kind of 
nuclear reactor.... Highly enriched urani- 
um and purified plutonium can be used to 
make nuclear weapons. Low-enriched 
uranium and recycled plutonium can be 
used to fuel nuclear reactors.” 

One can’t argue for nuclear reactors, 
according to Dr. Caldicott, as a solution for 
global warming. The carbon dioxide that’s 
used to enrich the uranium acts as a green- 
houses gas in the air. The manufacturing 
process for the concrete used in the con- 
struction of the reactor produces an unbe- 


FRONTLINE HERO 
by Dee Allen 


He used to be a soldier 

With a camp to protect. 

Now he’s a dirty, penniless man 
That gets no respect. 


He once carried a machine gun 
and fought the enemy on the frontline. 
What’s his mission these days? 

Keeping the cold off his behind. 


He even saved another soldier 
Before bombs could cut the chord. 

Now he’s begging for spare change, 
Only to be ignored. 


Decorated war hero . 
Returns back home 
Since half of his 
Brigade is dead — — 


Falling fast 
Asleep on the sidewalk 
Re-living the war 

inside his head. 


[After Langston Hughes.} 


RAGE 


by George Wynn 

The old hermit 

of Marine origin 

comes down the mountain 
sees two men arguing 


suddenly turn their 
rage on him 

he pokes his walking 
stick at them as if 

it were a bayonet 
driving them away 


lievable amount of carbon dioxide. Also, 
pipes in the reactor are cooled with CFC 
gas, which is, Caldicott said, “10,000 times 
more potent than carbon dioxide. The pipes 
are leaking and CFC gas is released from 
the reactor. It destroys the ozone.” 

The Montreal Protocol has banned the 
CFC gas, but the nuclear industry has 
been “grandfathered” out of the Montreal 
Protocol. This means the nuclear industry 
doesn’t have to observe the laws or regu- 
lations of the Protocol. 

In her book, Dr. Caldicott offers inex- 
pensive and efficient renewable energy as 
a solution to those who would claim the 
need for nuclear industry. 

In Nuclear Power Is Not the Answer, 
she wrote, “Wind power is very attractive 
because it is benign, its development is 
economically very efficient, its technolog- 
ical development is rapid, and it is easy to 
site windmills on. available land. 
Furthermore, the speedy deployment and 
lack of regulatory fuss will always sup- 
port the growth of wind power compared 
to the long lead time and delay-prone, 
complex and contentious technology of 
nuclear power, which could experience a 
meltdown or terrorist attack at any time.” 

Solar power is another “excellent alter- 
native,” according to Caldicott. 

U.S. citizens should demand a national 
public television debate on the subject of: 
“Can and Should There Be a World Ban 
on Nuclear Weapons Now?” As Caldicott 
said, “There are no ‘pros’ to nuclear 
weapons.” But such a debate would raise 
consciousness among public citizens who 
are mostly numb about-the evils of the 
nuclear industry. This idea originated with 
Margaret Olney of the Circle of Concern, 
a group which schedules vigils to protest 
the University of California’s involve- 
ment with nuclear weapons, and which 
organized Dr. Caldicott’s talk. 


For more information about the Circle. of 
Concern, call Maureen Hartmann at (510) 893- 
1219. 
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Man on the Bus Stop 


Bench 
by Joan Clair 


The man on the bus stop bench 

is not waiting for a bus. 

He’s waiting for some change 

to be put inside his cup. 

Even though he’s cold 

he won’t accept a pair of gloves. 
He says his red and swollen hands 
don’t hurt that much. 

If he lives, he’ll give 

his last drop of love. 


The man on the bus stop bench 
is more than seventy years of age. 
Pus-filled sores run up and down 
his raw, red legs. 

“Don’t worry about me,” 

he smiles and gives a little wink. 
“It’s OK; I have some cream.” 


How can I help him get off this stop? 
He shouldn’t have to live 

like a bug under a rock. 

Where can I take this very old man 
for whom a two-block walk 

is like a long life span? 


There are no pay phones 
to carry his voice 

to a service that might help him, 
if that were his choice, 

if he reached a live person, 

not some robotic sound, 
as he sits beside his cart 
on the cold, paved ground. 


He will accept a blanket, 
but he won’t accept the gloves. 
He says he doesn’t need them. 
He doesn’t hurt that much. 

If he lives, he will have given 
his last drop of love. 


Walt Whitman Dines At Glide 
by Buford Buntin 


I stand with you, some of the finest people on earth, 
a bit mistreated by misfortune, on a street 

in beautiful San Francisco, pigeons about us cooing. 
I am of the earth and you are of the earth 

yet we soar with these magnificent birds. 


I enjoy my lust-filled life, and so do you. 


What is this we feast upon? 

Is it fowl or beef or pork, potatoes and peas 
as we sit here in the basement dining hall 
of this fine church brothers and sisters all. 


I am in love, and you are in love. 


We see ourselves perhaps as others see us 

but perhaps great, perhaps less, 

Brother Cecil Williams always trying to save one more 
from starving, save us all from degradation and disease. 


We fly lower than eagles, watch to see if our government 
under a better leader like Lincoln in my day 

who also cared about the oppressed and tried 

to set them free will also help the newly disenfranchised. 


Leaves of grass turn brown in the harsh winter winds, 
blowing, looking for the newer, better way. 


I enjoy the fragrance and taste of my food 
here in California, watching the sunset 
a little different from when I walked over 
the steel expanse of the Brooklyn Bridge, 

| both with marvelous sun to share, 
a little foggier here on San Francisco's 
golden shores. 


We all look upon the horizon 
for a better day, dining, caring about the world, 
ours, which has been at times left in shambles 
by uncaring world leaders of recent times. 
We look to the new man in office 

| the first of color to lead the day, 
our lives, in balance now, cleaning up our torn 
lives, taking charge, hoping 
for a better day. 


Boe 


A Better World 
by Maria Trainin 


The majority of us, at this time 
grasp for the straw of sanity 

and we whimper inside 

at our transgressions. 

Yet still there are those 

who cannot grasp the vision 

of hope, and fear change, 

hurling retardant onto 

the barely kindled flames 

of this new possibility. 

We must move on. 

Their minds are somehow 

locked in the past, 

clinging to what they know, 

even if, just outside their door 

is this open panorama 

of so much more. 

If only we could reach 

their closed minds, 

allow the oxygen of peace and love, 
to soak their narrow and confined 
beliefs to expand and include 
what could be. What must be. 

So that we collectively, could 
invoke the energies of a better world. 


Farewell to My Delight 


by Mary Meriam 
Yes, I could cling like honeysuckle vine, 
except that half of love is letting go, 

and doesn't pruning help the flowers grow, 
and after all, I cannot call you mine. 


Yes, like a baby, I could cry and whine, 
except that childhood ended long ago, 

and isn't comfort something I should know, 
and after all, you've clearly drawn the line. 


So I will say farewell to my delight, 

the sun, the moon, the rain, the snow, the sky, 
and all the plants and creatures of the earth, 
and I will close the door and call this night, 
and call myself a child who says goodbye 
and sleeps away the grief for all she's worth. 
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mass class action 
by Randy Fingland 


street refugees 
are only the tip 
of the current 


gulfing up 
into mainstream 
American rivers 


of life from homes 
always believed 
safe havens 


until mortgage 
or rent comes out 
above income 


to sleep, 


perchance 
by Randy Fingland 


after hours 

entrance alcoves 

render solace 

from night’s conditions 
until doorway interruptus 
at day’s too soon 
footsteps sounding 


empty cup 
dharma 

by Randy Fingland 
whosoever wears 

their heart on their sleeve 
may happen by my 
shadowed square 

on South Main 

with great pocketsful 

of compassion 

for immediate distribution 


pools of blood 


by Judy Jones 


in a state of half awake 
and half asleep 
pools of blood did i see 


putrid smells everywhere 
piercing moans and 
blood-curdling screams 
fill the air 

arms legs severed heads 


everywhere 


baby bottles 

and women's shoes 
whirled round and round 
the blood-filled pools 


shrieking moans 

“help me please 

i must have 

something to eat 

ill work for bread 

oh god help me please” 

could be heard 

rising from the 

filthy black blood-filled smoke 


spirits faces 

began to form 

mouths wide open 

tongues hanging out 
crusted from thirst e 
eyes glazed ~ 

with fear 


“we are the bones 
of the homeless 
and have returned 
to haunt those 
with closed eyes” 


“no more can 

you escape 

the unbearable 
suffering we did take” 


‘“‘worse than 
garbage you treated 
us walking by” 


“4’m johnny remember me? 
i hopped into your store 

on my one leg 

i needed to pee 

and something to eat 

and you called the police” 


“and my name’s joanie 
i’m only 3; homeless 
life for a child 

is SO mean” 


“men never would 
leave me alone 
while mamma 


| begged and moaned” 


“help me with my child joanie 
she’s only three 

and needs a doctor 

can’t you see?” 


“Hank here 
yeah the one 
that slept in back of your store 


until you put bars around the doors 
well ya kept me out on earthshores 


and soon the wheels will turn . 
and you'll walk in my shoes” 


‘they there ‘member me 
‘marsha she’s insane' 
was my street name 

kept a blanket 

over my head 

hiding best i could 

cuz i knew 

i couldn’t fend for myself 
being different 


| from all the rest” 
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“one night 

some kids 

thought it fun 

to set me on fire 

and my life was done” 


“my spirit has returned 
in stronger form 

and won’t leave you alone 
until you see 

that you are part of me” 


‘4’m freddie 

the little kid 

whose life ended 

one day 

as i begged for bread 
someone called 

the death squad 

they were afraid 

i would keep 
customers away” 


“and when the bullet 

lodged in my brain 

it took me a long time to die 

and i kept screaming to god why? 
why did i a little child 

have to die in horrid pain 

just because i wanted 

something to eat?” 


“7’m cindy 

living on the streets 
day and night i see 
babies half dead 
bloated bellies 
screamin to deaf ears 
bodies broken in two” 


‘“‘hey ‘member me 

the old hag 

with grocery bags 

who spent hour after hour 

sitting on concrete \ 
homeless toothless and alone”’ 


“thing is if you had only known 
i loved you 

no matter how you hated me ~ 
life had taught me 

compassion is the only key 

to really being free”’ 


stench filled the air 

grocery carts and bottles 
floatin everywhere 

dripping with the blood 

of those that died 

forgotten in the darkest nights 


and in my third eye 

i began to see 

all the souls before me 

that walked by 

our tightly closed eyes 

while the neediest among us died 


from the mist 

a miracle began to unfold 
the spirits 

that refused to see 

own hearts began to bleed 


and they wept 

until they could no more 
feeling every 

tear fear hunger 

and sorrow 

of the homeless 

who died 

before their eyes 


for now they knew 

the least among us 

is a most sacred gift 
wrought by our creator’s 
own hands 


in a State of half awake 
and half asleep 
pools of. blood did i see 


September 2009 
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Escalation of Hate 
Crimes Against 
Homeless People 


from page | 


the two others were convicted of murder 
last September after the jury saw graphic 
surveillance tape of one of their nonlethal 
beatings from earlier in the evening. 

These attacks exclude the large number 
of other types of crimes involving the 
homeless, such as personal disputes, home- 
less-on-homeless violence, robbery, drugs 
or murder for life insurance proceeds. 

The August issue of Maxim, a youth- 
oriented magazine targeted at college- 
aged males, joked about last weekend’s 
National Hobo Convention in Britt, lowa, 
in a blurb titled “Hunt the Homeless.” The 
journal quipped “Kill one for fun. We’re 
87 percent sure it’s legal.” 

In previous violent attacks, some 
assailants have referenced degrading and 
violent depictions in popular culture such as 
“Bumfights” videos, either during their 
crimes or in interviews with authorities, 
with some even filming the events. 

“Bumfights” is a popular violent video 
series that sold hundreds of thousands of 
tapes and DVDs before going viral on the 
Internet. The film series sets a new low in 
American popular culture, featuring fights 
between homeless men plied by the pro- 
ducers with alcohol, as well as sadistic 
parodies of the late Australian conserva- 
tionist “crocodile hunter” Steve Irwin. 

These “skits” feature terrified sleeping 
homeless people who are startled awake 
and forcibly restrained with duct tape by 
“hunters” narrating their attacks with 
feigned Australian accents. 

Samuel Bowhay of Grinnell College 
found almost 86,000 videos on YouTube 
last month with “bum ”’ in the title, thou- 
sands more than videos with other deroga- 
tory prejudiced epithets. 

While homeless advocates lack the 
political and financial infrastructure often 
needed to institute policy reform, the fre- 
quency and brutality of the bias attacks 
have renewed focus on the nature of this 
violent form of prejudice and ways to 
address it. 

Last week, District of Columbia Mayor 
Adrian Fenty signed legislation adding 
homeless status to the district’s hate-crime 
law. Maryland, an early adopter of such 
measures in the 1980s, will join Maine in 
adding homeless status to its hate-crime 
law on October 1. Other jurisdictions such 
as Alaska, Puerto Rico, Los Angeles 
County, and Seattle, also have taken vari- 
ous steps to recognize homeless status in 
their laws, data collection, educational 
efforts or procedures. 

In almost a dozen other states, includ- 
ing California, Texas, South Carolina and 
Florida, legislation has been introduced 
over the past three years to add homeless 
status to their hate-crime laws as well. 
Nationally, Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson 
of Texas has introduced legislation to add 
homelessness to federal hate-crime laws 
and data-collection efforts. 

These efforts are long overdue. A pri- 
mary purpose of hate-crime laws is the 
targeted deterrent message to would-be 
offenders that they face real punishment 
and social disapproval. Moreover, the key 
criminological criteria for coverage in 
hate-crime law apply seamlessly to home- 
less status as well. Attacks on homeless 
people involve: 

1. significant additional risk of violent 
victimization; 

2. discriminatory selection; _ 

3. established prejudice against a 
socially identifiable class; 

4. identical offenders such as bigoted 


Violent and fatal attacks against homeless Americans have risen to shocking levels. Assaults and murders Photo courtesy of National 


of homeless people now exceed those of all other hate crimes committed against all other minorities. 


skinheads or young male thrill offenders 
who share identifiable characteristics and 
motivations. 

Arguments against including provi- 
sions in hate-crime laws for the homeless 
are recycled ones that were initially used 
unsuccessfully against other groups, like 
gays and lesbians. Too many additional 
groups dilute the laws, or homelessness is 
a changeable condition that most people 
wouldn’t want, they argue. 

The fact is, millions of Americans have 
changed their religious affiliation and yet, 
just about all hate crime laws cover faith. 
Disability is a characteristic that, like 
homelessness, most people would not 
seek out, yet it too is covered. 

Adding the homeless to hate-crime laws, 
tolerance education and data-collection 
efforts must not be obstructed. When hate 
makes a fist, the laws of a civilized society 
must decisively block the blow in the most 
forceful and unambiguous way possible. 


Brian Levin is a professor of criminal justice 
at California State University, San Bernardino 
and director of the CSU Center for the Study of 
Hate & Extremism. Michael Stoops is executive 
director of the National Coalition for the 
Homeless in Washington, D.C. 


The National Coalition for the 
Homeless (NCH) has released the 2008 
numbers of hate crimes and violent 
attacks against people experiencing 
homelessness. The numbers are from a 
new report entitled “Hate, Violence, And 
Death on Main Street USA, 2008.” 

Key findings include: 

e The total number of attacks for 2008: 
106. 

e The number of fatal attacks is the 
second highest since 2001: 27 deaths of 
homeless persons in hate crimes. 

e 73 percent of the attacks were com- 
mitted by individuals who were ages 25 
and younger. 

¢ Florida ranked first for the fourth 
year in a row for most attacks. California 
was second. 

“Those experiencing homelessness are 
often ignored or misunderstood by society. 
If these brutal attacks were committed 
against any other religious or minority 
group to the same degree, there would be a 
national outcry and call for governmental 


Coalition for the Homeless 


The “Bumfights” videos show homeless people subjected to sadistic acts of brutality 
and humiliation. Hundreds of thousands of the shocking and violent DVDs have 
been sold and the “Bumfights” series has gone viral on the Internet. 


New Report Documents 10 Years of Anti-Homeless Violence 


‘If these brutal attacks were committed against any other 
religious or minority group to the same degree, there would 
be a national outcry and call for governmental action.” 


action,” said Michael Stoops, executive 
director of NCH. “We must respond to this 
dehumanization and protect homeless per- 
sons against hate crimes and violence.” 

The 42 percent of homeless people 
who are unsheltered are the most vulnera- 
ble to these attacks. Because crimes com- 
mitted against homeless persons often go 
unreported, the actual numbers of non- 
lethal attacks may be much higher. While 
the motive for an attack is often unclear, 
some of the attackers said they commit- 
ted the crime out of “boredom,” or for a 
“thrill” or “fun.” 

The report also details ways communi- 
ties and governments can act to solve the 
crisis of anti-homeless violence. 
Maryland added homeless people to its 


hate crimes law in May 2009. California, . 


Florida, South Carolina and Washington, 
D.C., have similar pieces of legislation 
pending. The Washington, D.C., City 
Council approved adding homeless peo- 
ple to its hate crimes law on July 31. The 
bill awaits approval from the mayor. 

A bipartisan bill, (H.R. 3419), was 
introduced in the U.S. House on July 30 
by U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D- 
TX) and 13 other members of Congress 
asking for hate crimes statistical data to 
be collected on homeless people. 

“The bottom line is, people need to be 
housed,” said David Pirtle, a victim of | 
violence and NCH Board member. “If the 
federal government adequately funds per-. 
manent affordable housing, fewer people’ 
will be on the streets, and fewer men and | 
women will be attacked.” 
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Reactionary Forces of Big Business Resist Health Care Reform 


from page 1 


by a similarly constructed coalition during 
the recent presidential campaign. 

Even though health care reform enjoys 
broad support across the nation, the opposi- 
tion is expending extensive resources in its 
effort to create the impression that most 
people don’t want it. In addition, opponents 
of health care reform are spending many 
millions of dollars in order to build resis- 
tance to the proposals currently being nego- 
tiated in Congress. 

I am particularly struck by the dis- 
turbingly large number of health care 
reform opponents who have recently been 
showing up at town hall meetings armed 
with pistols and military-type assault 
weapons. Many aspects of their highly 
choreographed performances remind me 
of the scantily clad Malaysia warriors one 
occasionally sees striding incongruously 
along the streets of East African cities. 

These warriors are commonly armed 
with glistening machetes and menacing, 
five-foot-long spears. They are striking fig- 
ures, and people provide them wide berths 
as they stride along, exuding confidence, 
pride, and an aura of potential danger. 

Nonetheless, everyone knows, includ- 
ing the unarmed, thoroughly urbanized 
city dwellers witnessing the comings and 
goings of the Massai warriors, that they 
do not constitute a threat to the estab- 
lished socio-economic order. This is. pri- 
marily due to the fact that machetes and 
spears have little utility in the domesticat- 
ed corridors of urbanized corporate and 
political power where Africa’s future is 
being forged. 

A similar truth pertains to the eclectic 
assortment of gunslingers recently showing 
up for the television cameras outside town 
hall meetings focused on health care 
reform. The gunslingers, who are garnering 
lots of attention, will eventually prove to 
be inconsequential to the health care 
debate’s outcome. Like the Massai war- 
riors who stroll the streets of Nairobi and 
Mombasa, their weapons are best suited for 
environments far removed from the arenas 
wherein the fate of matters such as national 
health care will be determined. 

My enduring hope is that the gun- 
slingers are only attempting to make a 
symbolic point about their alleged right to 
bear arms while attending nonviolent pub- 
lic meetings with high-ranking govern- 
ment officials. Assuming the best, they 
will eventually come to understand that 
each of them needs good, affordable 
health care just as much as each of us. 

Unfortunately, this is not the case for 
those who are leading the fight against 
health care reform. They include spokesper- 
sons for insurance companies, the pharma- 
ceutical industry, and a disreputable coali- 
tion of running-dog accomplices associated 
with the two dominant political parties. 

Their claim to the contrary notwith- 
standing, these people are essentially reac- 
tionary mouthpieces for those who profit 
from the current system. They represent 
vested interests that have exercised virtu- 
ally unchallenged power in this nation for 
generations. And they will need to be dis- 
lodged if the best health care interests of 
the largest number of citizens are to be 
accommodated properly. 

Make no mistake about it. This incredi- 
bly powerful coalition is committed to the 
maintenance of a criminally unbalanced 
status quo that consigns millions to unnec- 


Many homeless people with serious illnesses are dumped from hospitals to ae in lea on the Street. 
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essary pain, suffering and premature death. 

Moreover, there is a real chance that 
they will prevail yet again in their effort to 
thwart the nation’s best interests through 
the use of copious threats, poisonous 
rhetoric, fantastic lies, clever evasions and 
dirty tricks of the sort mastered by the late 
Lee Atwater, the Republican strategist and 
adviser to Reagan and Bush, and other 
avatars of division and oppression. 

Faced with this very real threat, people 
of good will need to gird themselves for a 
long, hard fight that will inevitably include 
episodes of failure, and periods of doubt 
and confusion. Through it all, progressives 
need to remain cognizant of the fact that we 
have the right to create a society which pro- 
vides adequate, affordable health care for 
each of us. Given the fact that our current 
health care system is bankrupting us, we 
must never lose sight of the fact that we lit- 
erally can’t afford to fail. 

Most important, progressive individu- 
als, groups and organizations need to use 
the current health care reform struggle to 
build a national movement dedicated to 
the elimination of each of our most impor- 
tant social problems. This long-neglected 
work is important, not only because of the 
critical necessity of relieving unnecessary 
deprivation and suffering, but because it is 
needed to establish the social and eco- 
nomic foundations necessary for the 
nation to competently function in the 
decades immediately ahead. 

In other words, the United States no 
longer has the luxury of permitting huge 
swaths of its population to subsist in 
deprived circumstances, bereft of mini- 
mally adequate health care. 

Finally, progressive participants in the 
health care reform struggle need to trans- 
form the nature of the debate. Cost is not 
the issue. Any nation that can afford 6,000 
foreign military bases, and two wars 
fought simultaneously, can afford the cost 
of health care for each of its citizens. 

Nonetheless, the Obama administration 
is being hammered, by specious allega- 
tions that their health care reform plans 
are too expensive. 

Without completely ignoring the mat- 
ter of costs, the administration would be 
well advised to shift the terms of debate. 
The discussion needs to center on human 
rights, and administration spokespersons 
should be making the point, as often as 
possible, that providing adequate, afford- 
able health care is a legal necessity. 

The concept that health care is a right 
is easy to understand, and it provides a 
clear, unambiguous point for rallying the 
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broadest possible level of public support 
for the most comprehensive, public-option 
proposals currently being discussed. 

In any event, taking into consideration 
the tattered, dated, sorely neglected condi- 
tion of much of the nation’s socio-eco- 
nomic terrain, it is clearly apparent that 
even if progressive forces win the health 
care struggle currently under way in the 
nation’s Capitol, much work will remain 
to be done. We also need to enact major 
reforms pertinent to labor rights, unem- 
ployment, education, housing, homeless- 
ness, equal opportunity, nutrition, climate 
change, the so-called prison-industrial 
complex, and foreign affairs. 

In addition, our top-priorities list needs 
to emphasize the urgent necessity of end- 
ing U.S. military participation in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as soon as possible. For the 
time being, let’s do what we can to ensure 
that our government commits to support- 
ing our right to receive adequate, afford- 
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able health care. 

In keeping with the egalitarian spirit of 
affirmative, mutual support that should 
inspire the unified national system we 
seek, | recommend that citizens, each and 
every one of them, be provided the same 
medical coverage provided the highest 
ranking members of the U.S. government 

Passage of a health care reform pack- 
age committed to this end, would provide 
a game-changing, conceptual template for 
transforming our society. That’s because 
such a wonderful, audacious commitment 
on the part of government would almost 
certainly engender correspondingly cre- 
ative responses throughout society. 

Government actually serving the peo- 
ple in such a fundamentally positive way 
would also engender a level of trust and 
respect that would make it possible to 
enact the reforms — at every level of gov- 
ernment — that so many of us so desper- 
ately need. 


